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1 Introduction

The Joint Committee on Mobility of Blind and Partially Sighted People (JCMBPS) is an independent body consisting of representatives of the principal organisations of and for blind, deafblind and partially sighted people with a special interest in mobility. The Joint Committee aims to ensure blind, deafblind and partially sighted people can move around safely, independently and without undue restriction or stress.

This report covers the activities of the Joint Committee for the period April 2007 – March 2008.

2. Meetings

The main committee met on three occasions during the period, including the AGM.  In addition three working group meetings were held. 
 Speakers at meetings included: 
· Sally Panter of Going Green and Dr Michael Lampérth of Imperial College on Quiet Vehicles
· Ffion Grant – Accessibility and Inclusion Team London Underground

· Robert Johnson and John Bengough Department for Transport (DfT) on rail consultations
3. Officers

At the 2007 AGM Alan Brooks was elected as Chair of the Committee, and Eddie Davie elected as Vice Chair and chaired working party meetings. 

4. Finance

JCMBPS continued to receive core funding from RNIB and the Guide Dogs for the Blind Association for the 2007/2008 financial year.  We wish to record our grateful thanks to RNIB and Guide Dogs for their continued support.

Appreciation is also recorded to the member organisations who subscribe to JCMBPS.

5
Membership   

Member organisations are:

· Assistance Dogs UK

· Circle of Guide Dog Owners 

· Deaf Blind UK 
· Guide Dogs for the Blind Association 
· National Association of Local Societies for Visually Impaired People (NALSVI)
· National Client Representatives of Guide Dog Owners

· National Federation of Blind People (NFB) 

· National League of Blind and Disabled People  

· Royal National College of Blind People Hereford
· Royal National Institute of the Blind (RNIB)

· Social Care Association

· St. Dunstans

During the year Val Kinder passed away. Val represented the Circle of Guide Dog Owners on the committee for many years and was a valued member of our committee who has been sadly missed. 
Three co-opted members were re-appointed at the 2007 AGM.  The new members have regularly attended meetings adding to the resource available to the committee.  One of the co-opted members, Eric Day, became the representative of the Access Association during the year. The resulting vacancy for a co-opted member will be filled during 2008.  
The committee has also benefited from the contribution of observers. 
We also note with appreciation the support of the Guide Dogs Parliamentary Officer, Nicholas Russell. 
A full list of members and observers is recorded in section 14 of this report.

6.
Secretariat

Guide Dogs provides the secretariat which is managed by Carol Thomas, with the support of Gill Kenyon, Helen Aluko-olokun, and Clive Wood. 

7. 
Business Plan

The business plan for 2006/9 agreed at the 2006 AGM has provided the focus for activities during 2007/2008. The key areas for the work programme are highlighted below in section 8.

8. 
Work Programme

8.1
Pedestrian Environment  
The pedestrian environment has been a priority area of work for JCMBPS for many years. We have continued to promote the need for access and safety issues in the pedestrian environment to be given higher priority. 

The JCMBPS Policy Statement on Walking Strategies has been used to promote this issue within national, devolved and local government. The policy statement highlights the problems blind, deafblind and partially sighted people face in the pedestrian environment and outlines ways by which walking could be made easier.  

The Design Manual for Streets was published by the government in March 2007. JCMBPS was represented on the Reference Group for the Design Manual in the previous year, providing the opportunity to contribute positively to this new guidance. We welcomed the commitment to the creation of streets that are safe and meet the needs of all users by embodying the principles of inclusive design. The Manual for Streets draws attention to our concerns on shared surfaces, states that early consultation with community users including disability groups is needed in any shared surface proposal, and that suitable provision must be made for disabled people. However we have continued to be concerned that shared surface streets are still being implemented, and to call for central and local government to give clear guidance on this. 
This year our work on pedestrian environment issues has focussed particularly on shared surfaces in the public realm and home zones. 

8.2
Shared surfaces in the public realm. 
The JCMBPS policy statement on shared surfaces has been used to promote this issue with national, devolved and local government. We have continued to raise the profile of the issues of concern with shared surface schemes. 

Members were involved in the design trials conducted by Guide Dogs as part of the Shared Surfaces Research Project. We have endorsed a Joint Statement on the Implications of Shared Surfaces along with a wide range of disability organisations representing people with physical, sensory and cognitive disabilities. 
JCMBPS is currently represented on the access group advising on Exhibition Road which is being funded by Royal Borough of Kensington & Chelsea, Transport for London and Westminster City Council.  

It is intended that the issue of shared surface streets will remain a priority for the forthcoming year. 

8.3
Home Zones   
JCMBPS was represented on the DPTAC Steering Group for Home Zones research which was completed during 2007. This research confirmed concerns over the use of shared surfaces in home zones and highlighted the importance of consulting with residents and community groups including disabled people. The research report is available on the DPTAC website by following this link http://www.dptac.gov.uk/pubs/pm/homezones/index.htm 
8.4
Walking and Cycling

Adjacent or shared paths for pedestrians and cyclists continues to be a major source of concern to blind, deafblind and partially sighted people and is one of the main issues for consultations from local authorities. The JCMBPS policy statement on this is used to respond emphasising the need for suitable segregation and for consultation with local groups.

We responded to the Department for Transport (DfT) Cycling Infrastructure Design consultation highlighting our concerns relating to shared use cycle paths. 

During the last year substantial public funding has been committed to cycling projects and the development of cycling routes. In January 2008 the Department for Transport and Department of Health announced funding of £140 million for cycling in England. In December 2007 Sustrans' Connect2 project won the public vote in the Big Lottery Fund: The People's £50 Million contest. Connect2 is a UK-wide project described as aiming to transform local travel in 79 communities by creating new crossings and bridges to overcome barriers such as busy roads, rivers and railways, giving people easier and healthier access to their schools, shops, parks and countryside. Our concern is that the routes proposed appear to be shared use. 
While supportive of the development of safe routes for cyclists, JCMBPS has expressed concern that cycle routes proposed are often shared use with pedestrians with major implications for safe independent mobility for blind, deafblind and partially sighted pedestrians. We aim to work to ensure that public funds are used effectively and follow inclusive design principles to develop good examples of separate, or at least appropriately segregated, well designed routes for pedestrians and cyclists. 
8.5
Pedestrian Crossings
Our policy statement on pedestrian crossings has been used to support the installation of controlled pedestrian crossings where needed. The policy statement highlights the need for correctly installed controlled pedestrian crossings at regular intervals. These should be of a consistent design and layout, and fitted with audible and tactile signals and appropriate tactile paving consistent with Government guidance. We have expressed concern at the moves in some areas to downgrade crossings to Zebra crossings or to courtesy crossings which do not have facilities for blind, deafblind and partially sighted people.
8.6 
Level Crossings

Blind, deafblind and partially sighted people experience difficulties knowing when they have arrived at a level crossing; when it is safe to cross; once crossing, knowing that they remain safe and are following the correct line of travel. JCMBPS has raised this issue with DPTAC and the National Level Crossing Safety Group which brings together the rail industry, local authority planning and highway departments and crossing user organisations.  JCMBPS is still calling for action to be taken and has raised concern at the delay in looking at this issue.
Our policy statement on level crossings sets out the key issues and action needed.

8.7 
Quiet Vehicles

At the July Working Group meeting JCMBPS members had a demonstration of a ‘quiet vehicle’.  This is a general term for vehicles that fully or partly operate on electric power.  At the demonstration, members could not hear the vehicle approaching or passing them. Not being able to see vehicles, blind and partially sighted people rely on listening for vehicles. The implication of quiet vehicles on shared surface streets was also noted. 

JCMBPS hosted two meetings during the year to consider how to take this issue forward, and discussed the issues with Dr Michael  Lampérth of Imperial College London, who is involved in research on quiet vehicles, and with the Department for Transport. Mindful that this is an international issue we researched consideration of this issue in North America and other countries. We will continue to look into this issue in 2008. Our initial action thoughts are that the Department for Transport should carry out research on the implications of ‘Quiet Vehicles’ for pedestrians including blind, deafblind and partially sighted people.

8.8
Local Transport Plans

The JCMBPS policy statement on Local Transport Plans provides a resource for Transport Authorities and local access groups and societies seeking to influence plans, and has been used to respond to consultations.

8.9
Audible and Visual Information on Buses  

JCMBPS has consistently called for progress on including a requirement for audible/visual information on scheduled buses and coaches in the Public Service Vehicle Accessibility Regulations under Part 5 of the DDA 1995. We have continued to work with Department for Transport officers on this during the past year, and supported the Guide Dogs research as well as their planned campaign on this important issue. We support the commitment by Transport for London to provide audible/visual announcements by 2009 but continue to promote the roll out of this across the country. 

Accessible real time information at bus stops and accessible timetable information are also key issues.  We welcome fully accessible real time information systems that some local authorities are gradually introducing, although the introduction of such systems is sporadic. Standardisation of systems throughout the country is a key issue. 

8.10 
Rail and Underground Accessibility 

At the end of the year covered by this report we were preparing to respond to several government consultations: 

· Draft Rail Vehicle Accessibility (Interoperable Rail System) Regulations in preparation for the introduction of a new European technical standard covering the accessibility of heavy rail vehicles and stations

· Draft revised Train and Station Services for Disabled Passengers - Code of Practice covering the design of stations and other infrastructure to which all licensed train and station operators are required to have due regard when providing facilities or services. 

· Consultation on Disabled Persons Protection Policies for rail services. 

We provided evidence to the Transport Select Committee on the Government’s White Paper Delivering a Sustainable Railway: A 30-year Strategy for the Railways. We have also kept a watching brief on the railways access for all strategy. 

We have continued to highlight our concern over the lack of tactile paving to warn of platform edges at train stations. 

JCMBPS has welcomed the fazing out of slam door vehicles by Train Operating Companies and continue to urge operators to complete this programme of replacement, as a matter of urgency.  We have also emphasized the importance of clear audible announcements and an effective enforcement system for the Rail Accessibility Regulations.

During the year we responded to a consultation from London Underground ‘Towards an Accessible Tube’. JCMBPS also participated in focus groups run by Transport Design Consultancy and Guide Dogs, who were commissioned by London Underground Limited to input to the development of accessible customer information on the Victoria Line upgrade and guidance for future development of customer information. 
8.11
Taxis

We again highlighted concern at the delay in progress on the taxi accessibility regulations. 

We continue to call for central and local government to raise awareness on guide dogs and other assistance dogs and to monitor this as we are concerned that some taxis and private hire vehicles are still reluctant to accept guide dogs and other assistance dogs. Such awareness raising would bring additional benefits in other areas such as restaurants and shops where we continue to receive news of refusal to allow guide dogs and other assistance dogs.

8.12   Department for Transport Research   
Early in 2007 JCMBPS members took part in a focus group and participated in Mystery Shopping exercises which were part of the DFT research project looking at the Assessment of Accessibility Standards in land based transport, including trains, buses, trams and taxis. Human Engineering, in partnership with Guide Dogs, carried out this research and submitted the research report to the Department at the end of 2007. The research is due to be published during 2008 and JCMBPS looks forward to working with the Department to implement the recommendations. 
8.13
Concessionary Travel Scheme

Our Committee welcomes the introduction of free off-peak local transport for disabled people in England, which will be in place from April 2008.  These concessions will be available across local authority boundaries which will bring England into line with Wales and Scotland. However there remain issues which need to be addressed to provide a United Kingdom wide concessionary fares system integrated with all forms of travel. We have strongly contended that concessionary fares should not be restricted to certain times of the day. Free travel should be available for a companion where this is necessary for a blind, deafblind or partially sighted person to travel. The Joint Committee has also raised concerns that current provision by local authorities that is above the minimum should not be lowered. Consistency should be achieved through levelling up rather than levelling down.

We led a coalition of disability organisations during the passage of the Bill on concessionary fares through parliament. 

8.14
International Travel  

JCMBPS welcomes the progress made on guide dogs travel on airplanes and ferries which we have actively supported. 

We welcomed the adoption of the European Union Regulation on the Rights of Disabled Persons and Persons with Reduced Mobility When Travelling by Air, with areas of the regulations being introduced in July 2007 and the remaining aspects of these regulations coming in to place across Europe, from July 2008.  We still hear of incidents where blind and partially sighted people are discriminated against when travelling by air and we hope that the EU Regulation will prevent such discrimination in future and guarantee the same rights to independent air travel for blind and partially sighted people as everyone else. 

8.15
Olympics London 2012
We have taken every opportunity to highlight the importance of ensuring that preparations for the Olympics and Paralympics, including transport, facilities and infrastructure, must be inclusive and ensure that there is full accessibility. There is an unparalleled opportunity to provide a lasting legacy both in London and throughout the country.
8.16
Education and Training 
In all our work, and across the wide range of issues addressed by JCMBPS throughout the year, the issue of education and training is consistently high on our priorities.
We welcomed the new DPTAC research project to prepare a framework for disability equality training for transport staff, and have been represented on the steering group. The research and framework is due to be published June 2008. 
Training of Disabled People – we highlighted the importance of mobility training for blind and partially sighted people; and also called for awareness raising among disabled people to inform them of their rights under the DDA.

Inclusive design training – we continue to call for the integration of inclusive design in the training and development of professionals responsible for the design, delivery and operation of the built environment and transport services.
Resources for School Pupils - We welcomed the DPTAC resources on inclusive design to support design and technology lessons for secondary school pupils launched this year, which adds to resources for primary schools launched in 2005.
9.
Meeting with the Minister 
Representatives of the JCMBPS met with the Minister, Rosie Winterton, in February 2008 for a useful discussion of the following issues: 
Concessionary fares on buses and other transport modes.

· JCMBPS noted that we had received reports that in several areas the current concessions for blind and partially sighted people were being reduced by local authorities, particularly with regard to peak time travel and free travel for a required companion, in order to bring in line with the national minimum standards. This appeared to be the opposite effect of what was intended from the additional funding provided.

· JCMBPS asked that the Department survey local authorities in England to collect information on changes to enhanced concessions.

Minister response:

· The Minister stated that local authorities were fully funded with an additional £212 million for the national scheme so there was no reason for them to reduce their current provision of discretionary enhancements in order to fund this. This would be a matter to be taken up at local level.

· The Minister was not minded to collect information on discretionary issues which were a matter for local decision.

Pedestrian environment including concerns on the use of shared surfaces and shared use cycle and pedestrian paths.

· JCMBPS stressed the importance of these issues for the independence of blind and partially sighted people; and the strength of feeling across the visual impairment sector and indeed the disability sector as over 20 disability organisations representing people with physical sensory and learning disabilities had endorsed a joint statement on shared surfaces.

· We noted the Department’s intention to carry out further research to add to the research already carried out by Guide Dogs, and offered our participation in this. However while research goes on, more shared surface schemes are being implemented and more possible ‘no-go’ areas created. 

· We asked for the Department to advise local authorities to ‘put the brakes on’ shared surface schemes pending the Department’s further research; and to carefully consider development proposals in line with their disability equality duty. 

· We noted the recent lottery grant to SUSTRANS for an extension of the national cycle network, our concerns that this is likely to include shared use paths with pedestrians that are frightening for blind and partially sighted people and thus exclude them. Lottery funded development should be of exemplar standards, and where they involve adjacent facilities should have appropriate and consistent design for segregation between pedestrian and cyclist sections.  

Minister response:

· The Minister invited JCMBPS involvement in research on shared surfaces to be carried out by the Department for Transport although there were no details yet on this research.

· The Minister agreed to consider current and future guidance, including the review of ‘Inclusive Mobility’ and ensure it reflected the disability equality duty and best practice.  


Audio - visual information on buses and progress on requiring this in regulation through the PSVAR.

· The progress in London was noted but concern expressed that this was needed throughout the country. 

· This is an accessibility requirement. Other accessibility requirements such as low floor buses are covered by the Public Service Vehicle Accessibility Regulations (PSVAR).

· There is an enormous amount of frustration throughout the visual impairment sector that early promises to consider this as the technology developed have not been followed through and so-called ‘accessible buses’ are not accessible for blind and partially sighted people. 

· Audio-visual information on buses would be useful for many people including tourists and people unfamiliar with areas as well as people with visual and hearing impairments and learning disabilities. 

· Where it does exist it must be used and not left to the whim of individual drivers who will turn the audio off.


Minister response

· Agreed the benefits for all passengers, particularly in an ageing society where we want people to use public transport.

· Quality partnerships and contracts and related investment in bus services may provide the opportunity for more A/V information on buses. 

· The Minister would give no assurance that the PSVAR would be revised to require A/V information.


Rail travel: Access and safety issues at stations including tactile paving at platform edges, the gap between the train and platform and the availability of good quality audible announcements on trains. 

· It was noted that the SRA Code of Practice would be out for consultation shortly and that this would be an opportunity to look to revise the guidance on the provision of tactile paving at platform edges. 

· A particular problem occurred when a station had fitted tactile surfaces on some platforms leading visually impaired people to believe that they could expect such warning. When in fact only part of the station had tactile paving this could mislead people into a false sense of security and as a result be even more dangerous. 


Minister response

· The Minister agreed to ask Tom Harris to provide an update on current and future progress on Access for All major works and small schemes with particular regard to the issue of tactile paving at platform edges. 

· The Minister considered that people should complain if there are no announcements on trains or the quality is poor. However it was noted that this is not easy particularly as blind and partially sighted people cannot read the information regarding complaints and it is seldom easy to obtain in accessible formats. 


Safety issues at level crossings. 

· The lack of progress on this since the issue was raised with the previous Minister last year, and indeed with another Minister in 2004, was noted. Although there was initial progress and a meeting arranged last year, there had been no further progress for over a year. 


Minister response

· It was agreed that DfT officials would push for progress on this with the Rail Safety and Standards Board.


Quiet vehicles

· JCMBPS asked that the Department should consider research into the possible implications of quiet vehicles for blind and partially sighted and other vulnerable pedestrians. 

· JCMBPS had recently had a demonstration of a ‘quiet vehicle’ and members could not hear the vehicle approaching or passing them. Not being able to see vehicles blind and partially sighted people rely on listening for vehicles. The implications of quiet vehicles on shared surface streets was noted. 


Minister response

· The Minister agreed to consider the possibility of research.

· The Department offered to host future meetings of the working group on this issue which JCMBPS had recently set up. 

10.
Parliamentary Activity  
The support of Nicholas Russell, Guide Dogs Parliamentary Officer, in our parliamentary work is noted with appreciation. 
The following report has been prepared by Nicholas: 

Local Transport Bill:

The main piece of UK transport legislation which we have been lobbying on this year has been the Local Transport Bill.  Nicholas Russell attended a meeting which the Campaign for Better Transport organised with the Minister Rosie Winterton MP to discuss the possibility of getting a bus and coach passenger watchdog.  This meeting was successful and following further consultations the Government have confirmed that the body will be set up by extending the remit of the Rail Passenger watchdog Passenger Focus.  As a result of our lobbying the Government gave reassurances that the public sector duty will apply to the new body and that regulations about publicising how to contact the new body on buses will make requirements about how to meet the access needs of blind and partially sighted people.

The duty on local authorities to consider the needs of disabled people when drawing up local transport plans was extended to cover all disabled people, not just those with mobility impairments and to cover the implementation of local transport plans.

Our lobbying to get the Government to use their power to introduce a minimum exemptions scheme from road user charging for disabled people has been less successful and we are continuing to lobby on this issue as the Bill goes through the House of Commons.

Concessionary Fares:

Following our lobbying on the Concessionary (Bus Travel) Bill which introduces free national bus travel for older and disabled people, JCMBPS was again part of a coalition of disability groups to brief for a debate on the special grant to local authorities to pay for the cost of the new scheme.  We again pushed for concessionary fares to be available 24 hours a day, on all modes of transport and on door to door transport for those who are unable to access mainstream transport.  Unfortunately the briefing was not picked up by MPs.

Planning Bill:

Nicholas started work on lobbying on this Bill to make sure that the consultation and involvement process meets the needs of blind and partially sighted people.  A few of our amendments have been discussed at Committee Stage in the House of Commons but the Bill has made no further progress and further lobbying will be needed this year.

Work on Shared Surfaces:

Shared surfaces remained a crucial area of Parliamentary work in 2008.  This was one of the issues raised in the Joint Committee’s meeting with the Minister reported in section 9. 

An Early Day Motion (EDM or MP’s petition) in the 2006-7 Parliamentary session received 117 signatures which put it clearly amongst the top 10% of EDMS for the 2006-7 Parliamentary session.

Several questions have been asked on shared surfaces in the House of Lords by Lord Low of Dalston.  As a result of the most recent one Baroness Andrews Junior Minister at the Department of Communities and Local Government said that the Lifetime Neighbourhoods concept was meant to address our concerns about shared surfaces and that she would seek Lord Low’s advice.

Guide Dogs had well received stalls on shared surfaces at Conservative and Labour Party Annual Conferences.

Guide Dogs also met with Robert Goodwill MP, Conservative Shadow Transport Minister who was undecided on the issues and Mark Harper MP Shadow Disability Minister who was more sympathetic.

Welsh Assembly:

Kirsty Williams AM from the Liberal Democrat Front Bench raised a question on shared surfaces. The Minister was not very aware of the issues but did suggest local authorities contemplating schemes contacted guide dogs.

Guide Dogs lobbied the Petitions Committee expressing concerns about a Sustrans Petition advocating shared use cycle paths. We are still awaiting the outcome of this. 

Scottish Parliament:

A briefing was prepared for the Stage One debate on the Glasgow Commonwealth Games Bill and we were given assurances that disability organisations would be consulted about the transport plan.  We will continue to lobby to make sure that the Public Sector Duty is extended to cover the Organising Committee.

11. 
Representation on other committees

JCMBPS is represented by the following members: 

· DPTAC Rail group - Alan Smith 
· DPTAC Aviation working group - Rashmi Shah.
· CABE Inclusive Environment Group - Eddie Davie. 
· Exhibition Road access group – Jean Appleton .
· Joint Committee on Mobility of Disabled People - Rashmi Shah. 
12.
Policy Statements

JCMBPSP policy statements continue to be well received and useful in responding to enquiries and consultations. 

Policy statements are available on:

· adjacent facilities for pedestrians and cyclists 

· bus stops 

· concessionary fares. 

· level crossings

· local transport plans

· pedestrian crossings

· public realm

· shared space in the public realm

· walking strategies

Policy statements are available on the website www.jcmbps.org.uk 
13.
Consultations  
Consultation documents responded to include: 

· Consultation on the Enforcement of Regulation (EC) No. 1107/2006 Concerning the Rights of Disabled Persons and Persons with Reduced Mobility When Travelling by Air

· Consultation on the draft specifications for a national concessionary bus travel pass for older and disabled people in England

· Consultation on the Draft Local Transport Bill – Strengthening Local Delivery

· Response to the DPTAC Consultation on Guidance for Accessible Shipping Services

· Response to London Underground  ‘Towards an Accessible Tube’ Consultation Document

· Transport for London Consultation on Bus Stopping Arrangements

· Response to The Department for Transport Consultation on the options for strengthening bus passenger representation
· Response to PA88 Guidance to accessibility of large hotel premises and hotel chains

· Response on the proposed Regent's Park Broad Walk shared-use cycle route

· Response to the DfT Cycling Infrastructure Design consultation

Accessibility of Consultations

The Committee has been concerned that some consultation documents have not been readily available in alternative formats thus making it difficult for committee members to respond. We urge all government departments and other agencies to ensure all consultation documents are available in alternative formats at the same time as printed documents to enable blind and partially sighted people the same opportunity to study and respond to the documents, and to ensure consultation informs policy and feedback is both conveyed to consultees and used to inform future policy development.

14.
Enquiries  
In addition to the above major consultations the secretariat responds to enquiries and consultations on behalf of JCMBPS. 

The enquiries are mainly from local authorities. The majority relate to the pedestrian environment and include pedestrian route proposals such as tactile paving and changes to crossings; pedestrian and cyclist routes, road refurbishment schemes; and street furniture. 
The JCMBPS Policy Statements are used to respond to enquiries and we recommend consultation with local groups.
15.
Membership

· Assistance Dogs UK 

Alan Brooks, Chairman
· Circle of Guide Dog Owners (COGDO) 

Val Kinder (to June 2007), then Gill Sheppard  

Rashmi Shah, 

· Deaf Blind UK 

David Evans

· Guide Dogs Association


Roy Benjamin 


Allan Mabert
· National Association of Local Societies for Visually Impaired People


Jim Moran
· Royal National College of Blind People Hereford,


Anne Rolfe
· National Client Representatives of Guide Dog Owners

Bill Guest

· National Federation of Blind People (NFB) 

Jim Smallman (2007) then Donald Jackson
· National League of Blind and Disabled People 

Gareth Davies  

· Royal National Institute of Blind People (RNIB) 

Jean Appleton,

Richard Orme

· Social Care Association 

Richard Williams
· St. Dunstans 

Ian Hebburn
Co-opted members

· Edward Davie,  Vice chairman
· Eric Day (2007), then representative of Access Association  
· Alan Smith 

Observers

· Access Association, Pippa Jackson then Eric day
· Association of Train Operating Companies (ATOC), 
David Sindall/ John Horncastle
· Department for Transport Access and Equality Unit, Clint D’Souza then Sam Waugh
· Disability Rights Commission, Natalie Salmon (to August 2007)
· JMU Access Partnership, Sharon Almond / Chris Fielding
· Joint Committee on Mobility of Disabled People, Joe Hennessy

· MACS (Mobility Access Committee Scotland), Jane Horsburgh  

· Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI), Philip Grant 
· School of Rehabilitation Studies, Glasgow, Tom Muldowney
International Observers
· Irish Guide Dogs, Neil Ashworth

· The National Council of the Blind of Ireland (NCBI) Eoin Dardis
Secretariat:
Guide Dogs Access and Inclusion Unit 
· Carol Thomas 
· Clive Wood

· Gill Kenyon

· Helen Aluko-olokun

Parliamentary Support
· Nicholas Russell, Parliamentary Officer, Guide Dogs. 
16.
Treasurer’s report: April 2007 to March 2008  

Opening Balance 1st April 2007
£0



Receipts



Members Subscriptions 2007/8
£700.00


Receipts Sub Total
£700.00



Withdrawals



Members Expenses 
£   458.20


Catering for 6 meetings
£1,050.00



Withdrawals Sub Total
£1,508.20



Total (Deficit)
-£808.20


Balance at 31st March 2008 
- £808.20




Treasurer's notes  



1. The closing balance at 31st March 2007 was a deficit of £229.  This deficit was covered by Guide Dogs. 

2. The cost for catering is accrued as we are still awaiting some invoices.

3.
The closing balance at 31st March 2008 is a deficit of £808.20. This deficit has been covered by Guide Dogs from the core funding provided by Guide Dogs and RNIB.

4. The deficit for 2007 to 2008 is considerably more than that for 2006 to 2007. However only two working group meetings were held in that year, and one of these was hosted by RNIB at their Birmingham office, compared to three working group meetings catered for this year. The deficit for 2005 to 2006 was £677.08 so the current deficit is inline with this allowing for increases in catering and members travel costs. 

5. Costs for printing and production of alternative formats are not included. These are covered from the core funds. 

Gill Kenyon / Carol Thomas 

300408
17.
Supporting the Joint Committee on Mobility of Blind and Partially Sighted People


The Joint Committee has made significant progress in representing the views and concerns of blind, deafblind and partially sighted people in relation to transport and the built environment. The effectiveness of the Joint Committee depends on the resources available. We have limited resources and are actively seeking additional funding and support.


Opportunities are available for people and organisations to support our work. This may include sponsoring projects, providing donations or support in kind, or working with us in key areas. If you would like to discuss how you can support our work please contact the secretariat.

………………………………………………………………

To contact us:





JCMBPS

Gill Kenyon

JCMBPS Secretariat 

Hillfields, Burghfield Common, Reading, 

Berkshire RG7 3YG

Tel: 0845 241 2178
Email: jcmbps@guidedogs.org.uk
Website: www.jcmbps.org.uk
Annual Report prepared by: 
Carol Thomas

JCMBPS Secretariat 

April 2008 
Approved at the AGM 13th May 2008 
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