Minutes of The Joint Committee on Mobility of Blind and Partially Sighted People (JCMBPS) 
RNIB Offices, Judd Street, London 

On 10th November 2009 

1.  Preliminary Matters, Housekeeping and Emergency          Escape Routes

Eddie Davie chaired the meeting in the absence of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman.

Eddie explained the emergency exits location. Fire marshals will be on hand to guide us to a fire refuge if necessary. WC locations explained.

2. Those present:

Members

Jean Appleton – RNIB

Roy Benjamin – Guide Dogs

Hans Cohn – NFB 

Moira Fraser – RNIB

Rose Hewitt – National Client Representative of guide dog owners (NCR)  

Wally Kinder –Circle of guide dog owners (COGDO)

Allan Mabert – Guide Dogs

Rashmi Shah – COGDO

Julie Shayles - St. Dunstans

Co-opted members

Eddie Davie (who took the Chair in the absence of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman)
Alan Smith

Secretariat

Gill Kenyon 

John Welsman 

Jan Welsman – ATW Support 

3.   Apologies for Absence 

Asad Akram – Social Care Association

Helen Aluko-Olokun – Secretariat

Alan Brooks – AD (UK) (Chairman)

Jim Carne – RNIB

Chris Fielding – RNIB Access Consultancy 

Anne Rolfe – Royal National College for the Blind (RNC)

David Sindall – ATOC

Carol Thomas - Secretariat

Action:  Secretariat to contact NALSVI regarding membership

4. Minutes of Previous Meetings:

22nd September 2009 

Roy asked for a correction to be made to the minute on the green paper under any other business subject to the making of which the Minutes were approved. 
Action: Secretariat to correct the minute on the green paper under any other business. 

Action: Audit of accounts to be brought forward to next meeting in January 2010.
Action points review

Action Point 2

We had been contacted by the Department for Transport who confirmed that they were carrying out research on the impact and noise characteristics of quiet vehicles and wanted JCMBPS to be involved.

Guide Dogs would draw up a list of considerations.  It was asked if this research was going to run in parallel with that of Lotus which seemed to be the case.  There was discussion on the perils at traffic lights with quiet vehicles, and the need for the Department for Transport to ensure that their methodology included the impact of quiet vehicles on the independent mobility of blind and partially sighted people in addition to looking at accident statistics was emphasised.
Action Point  9 

Entry devices for multi occupancy buildings:  The secretariat reported that there was little specifically on this in BS8300. It was noted that RNIB Access Consultancy had a representative on that BSI panel. 

Action:  Secretariat to ask RNIB Consultancy to raise this issue with the BSI panel on BS8300

Action Point 11 

Lotus Update Visit on 27 October 2009
Present: 

Eddie Davie - JCMBPS.

John Welsman - Guide Dogs.

Jan Welsman - Guide Dogs.
Scott Thompson - Lotus.

Andy MacKay - Lotus.
Graham Shemeld  - Cenex.

This visit was undertaken by Guide Dogs and JCMBPS to provide Lotus with an outline specification for the requirements of a quiet or hybrid vehicle in relation to its environmental impact on blind and partially sighted people.

Also at the meeting was a representative from Cenex, an independent research organisation based at Loughborough University. They were working with Lotus on the impact of quiet vehicles and the benefit of artificial synthesis of a sound to alert pedestrians to the proximity of a vehicle which would ordinarily not be heard because of its form of propulsion.

The paper prepared by Guide Dogs and JCMBPS was gratefully received as it fitted well with the project proposed by Cenex.

Part of the research would be to understand the impact of an artificial sound to replace the sound of a combustion engine and its effect on blind and partially sighted people.

The research programme would involve a group of blind and partially sighted people in various tests using a quiet vehicle with or without synthesised sounds. That research would more than likely run at the start of 2010 for three months, with Guide Dogs assistance.

The JCMBPS Mobility and Technology Subgroup were still waiting for the Cenex document which outlined the nature of the project.

The Department for Transport were also about to undertake research into the impact of quiet vehicles on blind and partially sighted people. That would focus on statistical information about accidents involving blind and partially sighted people and quiet vehicles. Also on the need for an effective artificial sound to notify blind and partially sighted people of quiet vehicles‘ presence.

Action Point 12 

The code of practice had been studied and there is guidance for the service provider, airline, airport sub-contractor etc. on how to assist blind and partially sighted people, including not to insist on them using a wheel chair.  Once on the plane, airlines were entitled to ask you to supply a support person if you are unable to exit the plane.  Members considered that might have implications – perhaps depending on the number of blind and partially sighted people travelling.  Rashmi stated that we shouldn’t introduce the question of numbers.  Wally asked whether the pilot decided on blind and partially sighted people’s capabilities. Roy was aware that Guide Dogs had previously had discussion and agreement around that which would be checked with Tom Pey. Members agreed to pass experiences on to Secretariat.  Roy would take it up with DPTAC Aviation.  

Action:  Secretariat check with Tom Pey 

Action:  All to pass experiences to Secretariat

Action: Roy to raise at DPTAC Aviation Working Group

5. Revised constitution: draft for approval

Approved 

6. Treasurers report 

There were concerns regarding subscriptions and a full report on the current year’s payment of subscriptions was requested.

Action:  Secretariat to provide full report on subscriptions paid

7. Membership  

The Committee welcomed Wally Kinder who was replacing Gill Sheppard for COGDO.

Moira Fraser attended her first meeting representing RNIB. 

Members were informed that Anne Rolfe had resigned due to her impending early retirement at RNC. She would attend the JCMBPS meeting in January with the new representative from The Royal National College so that there is an official handover.  David Evans, representative of Deafblind UK, had also resigned due to pressure of other work. It was not yet clear whether Deafblind UK would appoint another representative. 

New Co-opted member recruitment closing date end December.  It was agreed that the Chair, Secretariat, and Roy would finalise the new Co-opted Member selection.  

8.  Report from Task Groups

There were no reports as the groups had not yet met.

Nicholas Russell joined the meeting.
9. Updates and Parliamentary Report

Shared Surfaces 

All members had been informed of the Judicial Review proceedings instituted by Guide Dogs against The Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea challenging the legality of their procedure in adopting a scheme for the development of Exhibition Road involving joint use of surfaces by pedestrians and vehicles. Roy added that Guide Dogs had been advised that the case being taken on Judicial Review was based on the ground that the demarcation proposed between the traffic and pedestrian areas wasn’t a suitable delineation.  The textured corduroy marking was not tested and was normally used at the top and bottom of stairs. It was not recognised as a traffic sign and there was no way of enforcing it, and on those grounds there was a good case for bringing Judicial Review proceedings.  

Parliamentary Report

This had been previously circulated. Lord Lowe was to ask a Parliamentary Question in the House of Lords on quiet vehicles.

It was agreed that the Committee should seek a meeting with the Minister for Transport after the next General Election.
10.  Reports from Members

Alan Smith – reported that he was unable to go to the DPTAC Rail meeting in October due to being an observer as they were having a closed meeting for members.  Next meeting 21st January.

New Research on Level Crossings – The Rail Safety Board had appointed a researcher and Alan and Helen had been invited to the Road Transport Research Laboratory at Crowthorne in December.  Guidance on how to use a level crossing was to be re-written in plain English. The first draft would be available for report in another couple of months.
DPTAC Aviation: Roy reported that there had been no meetings yet.  

Jean - Exhibition Road:  no developments. Next meeting 16th December 2009.
11.  Paper from Hans Cohn: Safety in Public Parks

Members endorsed the salient features in the report and recommended it be passed to the Pedestrian Environment Subgroup.  It was noted that Hans was still trying to get people interested in the matter.
12. Any Other Business
Guide Dogs Mobility and Transport Conference 

Hans and Rashmi attended. Rashmi reported that the event was well attended and participants agreed with the approach Guide Dogs had been taking on issues over the years.

New Members needed for the Pedestrian Environment Subgroup.  

Action: Secretariat to approach the Social Care Association to see if their representative was interested in serving on Subgroup.
Alan and Jean resigned from the Public Transport Subgroup. 

Action:  Secretariat to look for new members of the Public Transport Subgroup.
Rashmi raised the point that there might be extra costs if the task groups met early on the days of Committee meetings.  He was reassured from the Chair that it was down to Subgroups themselves to arrange times of meetings convenient to members. 

Meeting closed at 1.00 pm
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