Minutes of The Joint Committee on Mobility of Blind and Partially Sighted People (JCMBPS) 
RNIB Offices, Judd Street, London 

On 3rd March 2010 

1.  Preliminary Matters, Housekeeping and Emergency          Escape Routes

Alan Brooks explained the emergency exits location. Fire marshals would be on hand to guide us to a fire refuge if necessary. WC locations explained.

2. Those present:

Members

Jean Appleton – RNIB

Alan Brooks – AD (UK) (Chairman)

Hans Cohn – NFB 

Moira Fraser – RNIB

Rose Hewitt – NCR  

Martin Kearney – Social Care Association 
Wally Kinder – COGDO
Allan Mabert – Guide Dogs

Gill Sheppard – COGDO (for Rashmi Shah)
Co-opted members

Eddie Davie 

Alan Smith

Clive Wood

Observers

Eric Day, Access Association 

Secretariat

Gill Kenyon 

Nicholas Russell

Carol Thomas

John Welsman 

Jan Welsman – ATW Support 

Speaker

David Cowdrey, Guide Dogs 
3.   Apologies for Absence 

Helen Aluko-Olokun – Secretariat

Roy Benjamin – Guide Dogs
Jim Carne – RNIB

Gareth Davies – National League of Blind and Disabled People

Chris Fielding – RNIB Access Consultancy 
Troy Hawkins - RTPI

Rashmi Shah – COGDO

Julie Shayles – St Dunstans
David Sindall – ATOC

4. Minutes of Previous Meetings:

10th November 2009
Confirmed that the minutes are a true record:
Proposed Wally

Seconded Rose 
All agreed
Matters Arising

Action points noted, in particular: 
NALSVI contacted and rejoined the committee with Keira Bentley as representative.
Martin Kearney had volunteered for the Public Transport sub-group
5. Treasurers report 

All subscription fees received. Treasurers Report attached as the final confirmed record up to end of January 2010.
6. Audit of Accounts 
Alan B reported that the accounts from last year (08 to 09) were audited by Mr A H Thomas and confirmed as an accurate account assuming points 1 to 4 in the Treasurer’s notes are correct.
The JCMBPS bank account now has Carol Thomas and Alan Brooks as signatories and they have a form to complete to open a new ‘Society/Club/Association account’, a current account which will make funds easier to access. Carol met with the Business Advisor at the bank and they recommend this type of account as the best for the Committee’s needs.  We will need to agree and minute that we open this new account together with the current savings account.  

Proposed Jean
Seconded Wally
All agreed: Carol and Alan Brooks to arrange to open a new JCMBPS Society/Club/Association account and to keep Carol and Alan Brooks as signatories.

Action: the Chair and Secretariat to arrange to open the new bank account.

Gill S asked whether the reduction in catering had made a substantial difference to the accounts and Carol confirmed that it had going from £180 per meeting to £42 per meeting.
7. Membership 
· Co-opted member recruitment

Carol reported that the recruitment process was successfully completed in early January and Clive Wood was voted in as Co-Opted Member. There were some excellent applicants that we intend to keep in touch with. The chairman welcomed Clive back to the JCMBPS
8. Vice-Chairperson

Replacements are needed for Ann Rolfe and Alan Brooks who are both retiring.  Nomination forms have been sent out.

Action: Secretariat to re-send forms to Alan Smith and Hans Cohn
9. Reports from Members

Alan Smith DPTAC Rail Report as previously circulated
Alan S had been informed that JCMBPS no longer had a place as an observer on the rail working group. The reason given is that the working group is being reorganised and numbers reduced, and there are 2 blind people on DPTAC who can represent visual impairment interests.  Alan S would receive the minutes but had not received the accompanying papers. The Minutes made no mentioned of important issues such as level crossings and yellow lines.  Alan S had been in touch with the chairman, Ann Bates, but because of re-organisation there is nothing more to add.  Alan S suggested that JCMBPS write to the Minister and ask how they are going to consult in the future.  Members agreed that we need to raise this to ensure that the advice going to the Minister isn’t too narrow.
Action:  Secretariat to draft letter to Minister and consult Alan S and Alan B
Rashmi Shah Report on JCMD as previously circulated 
Eddie commented on some interesting aspects of the report such as the amendment proposed by Lord Low to the Equalities Bill to re-enforce the DDA requirement for the private and public sectors to produce reading material in preferred formats.  

Eric noted that he had sent a paper for information on a consultation regarding electric powered vehicles. Secretariat has drafted a response which was sent to Pedestrian Environment task group for comments.  Members noted we should comment particularly about cycle tracks, shared facilities and electric vehicles.  John noted that there is a voluntary code regarding mobility scooters. The secretariat confirmed that mobility scooters were not within the scope of the consultation on electric powered vehicles which related to new developments such as Segways. 
Alan S noted a recent report of a pilot study by TfL to turn off traffic lights and create mini roundabouts in Acton.  Carol added that there are trials in Bristol switching traffic lights off in two locations. RNIB, Guide Dogs and others have raised concerns.  If the trial is deemed successful it will be rolled out.  This could affect the use of signal controlled crossings.
Action:  Secretariat - John Welsman will send a copy of the voluntary code

10.  Updates

· Shared Surface Streets

Carol reported that the campaign update had been distributed. She confirmed the number of organisations supporting and signed up to campaign is now 40.  This is the first campaign the Access Association has signed up to.  
Allied to the shared surface issue in response to the requests from local authorities and designers, we have produced a booklet called ‘Inclusive Streets: Design principles for blind and partially sighted people’, commissioned and produced by Guide Dogs on behalf of several organisations in the visual impairment sector and the Access Association as listed below; and endorsed by the Equality and Human Rights Commission.
Action for Blind people

Association of Visually Impaired Office staff

Deafblind UK

Joint committee on Mobility of Blind and Partially Sighted People

NALSVI

National Federation of the Blind UK

RNIB

Sense

The Access Association

This gives principles of good design for streets, whether traditional or using the shared space concept, and was launched on Thursday 25th February 2010 at Liverpool. 
TNS Impact Report 
Guide Dogs commissioned TNS, a leading research company, to carry out a telephone survey of 500 blind and partially sighted people on shared surface streets and shared use pedestrian/cycle paths.  That report is currently in production and will be published in the next month. A copy will be sent to all members. It reinforces that the main issues are exclusion and avoidance.  One of the key findings is 9 out of 10 blind and partially sighted people interviewed had concerns about shared surface streets, with 6 out of 10 avoiding or very reluctant to use them. 
Exhibition Road and the judicial review
Carol explained that the Judge had said the case was premature because Royal Borough of Chelsea and Kensington said they were still investigating.  We have resubmitted. 
David added that the judicial review has led to other local authorities changing their thinking and it’s raised the profile in Parliament.  We’re now at 62% of MPs who are aware of shared surface streets and the issues. At a conference just before Christmas every speaker acknowledge that shared surface streets cause problems for blind and partially sighted people.
· Level Crossings

Alan S reported that there is a meeting on this in March. Helen has responded to the paper with amendments and it is hoped that the guidance with these amendments will be put forward at the next meeting.  

· Quiet Vehicles

John reported that Lotus are still looking to carry out trials but the adverse weather has made trials slip back. They want to get a group together to consider what the perception of blind and partially sighted people is and compare with sighted people.  John also noted that he has been in contact with several organisations including John Lewis Group who will be using electric delivery vehicles. Sue Sharp is meeting with manufacturers in Europe.
There was some discussion about this and it was agreed that dual sensory loss needs to be considered.

· Report of Guide Dogs Transport and Mobility Conference October 2009

Carol noted that the conference report has been sent out and Guide Dogs is producing an update report which will go out in April.
· Paper from Hans Cohn: Safety in Public Parks

Members endorsed the salient features in the report and recommended it be passed to the Pedestrian Environment task group.  It was noted that Hans was still trying to get people interested in the matter.

Action: The Pedestrian Environment task group to consider options for action on Hans’ report and report to the next meeting. 

11.  Parliamentary Report

The report prepared by Nicholas was noted. 
12.  David Cowdrey, Guide Dogs Campaign Manager: Campaign for Audio-Visual Information on Buses

Background: David gave a short presentation on the Talking Buses campaign which is supported by 24 organisations.  The purpose is to change the Public Service Vehicle Accessibility Regulations (PSVAR) so that all new buses will have a requirement to have Audio Visual information systems on board. In the Guidance issued by The Department for Transport to accompany PSVAR in 2000 the Department said that if trials of AV systems were successful they would change the PSVAR regulations to include Audio-Visual information systems. The campaign made it clear that audio and visual systems were an essential safety issue, with vulnerable people being dropped off in the wrong location and missing their stops.  

The Talking Buses Campaign has an EDM in Parliament which has secured 204 signatures so far. A letter writing campaign is being organised on the Guide Dogs website asking your MP to sign the EDM and to write to the Minister for Transport.  To support the Talking Buses Campaign simply click on the link below and email your MP today with our letter. It takes just two minutes 
http://e-activist.com/ea-campaign/clientcampaign.do?ea.client.id=113&ea.campaign.id=5107 
The EDM will fall when an election is called, but our aim is to re-table it as soon as the new parliament starts to keep political pressure up.  

Though most politicians agree in principle with the talking buses campaign, the key sticking points are around the cost to install and who is going to pay for it and the point about it being a nice to have system, rather than safety issue. 

To raise the issue in the media a new YouGov survey has been conducted to find the voice you would most like to hear on your bus. Stephen Fry was top and Joanna Lumley was the most popular female voice. The survey will be out soon.  

The campaign is looking at the benefits AV systems would bring across the disability sector and how it can maintain or give people their independence.  Clive Wood mentioned that when Guide Dogs had undertaken research for the Department for Transport a couple of years previously he recalled an interview with a young man with learning disabilities who constantly had to ask for reassurance of where he was on a bus journey and a driver had chucked him off the bus thinking he was drunk or making fun of him.  
John Welsman reported on the new Guide Dog ‘Tips for bus drivers’ leaflet and credit card information for bus drivers to help blind & partially sighted people on a bus.  

13.  JCMBPS Task Groups

· Pedestrian Environment
Alan B reported that no co-ordinator had yet been appointed for this task group. 
Hans volunteered to be the co-ordinator, Alan Brooks asked to be added to the distribution list for the task group to support Hans. 
· Public Transport

No co-ordinator had been appointed. 
Clive agreed to be the co-ordinator for the Public Transport Task Group. 
· Mobility and Technology

Alan B reported that Alan Smith has done some very good work on M&T as co-ordinator, with the other task group members. Alan S has circulated a report. He asked if members supported the work highlighted: Notably some research into websites and supporting the work Peter Barker was doing for Guide Dogs outlined in Peter’s report.  This was agreed by committee members.  Alan S also noted that he is on the Railway Southern Stakeholders Advisory Board on technology and has been asked to look into the work Peter is doing in Reading. Alan S will copy Peter’s report to Southern.
Adopt Report of the Mobility and Technology Task Group: 

Proposed Hans 

Seconded Rose
All agreed. 

It was confirmed that the role of the Co-ordinator for each Task Group was to stimulate and co-ordinate discussion and work on key issues and to prepare a report to Committee meetings. Each Task Group had a member of the secretariat assigned – Helen for Pedestrian Environment, and John for Public Transport and for Mobility and Technology – to support the Task Groups by providing information and contacts. 

Action: Secretariat to email all members of the Pedestrian Environment and Public Transport Task Groups with the contact details of the new co-ordinator and all task group members. 
14.  AOB
Alan B reported that the next meeting in June was the AGM and asked if members wanted a guest speaker. Alan B suggested Mike Brace to talk about Olympics and disability issues –
Eddie Davie suggested that rather than inviting an individual we should invite the relevant Olympic committee to offer a speaker. -Agreed
Action: Secretariat to invite the Olympic committee to present at the AGM

John reported that Passenger Focus and London Travel Watch are doing surveys on 3 stations, Clapham, Barking and Luton. Alan S offered to do Luton, Hans would do Barking and John will do Clapham. John will circulate the information.

Action: John to provide the information on the surveys to Alan S and Hans. 

15.  
Future Meetings

· 8th June 2010 Rooms 5/6 Judd Street (also AGM)
· 21st September 2010 Rooms 5/6 Judd Street

· 14th December 2010 Rooms 5/6 Judd street

Close of meeting. 
jcmbps@guidedogs.org.uk
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