JCMBPS Main Meeting 27th January 2009


Minutes of Main Meeting
The Joint Committee on Mobility of Blind and Partially Sighted People
RNIB Offices, Judd Street 
On 27th January 2009
1. Preliminary Matters, Housekeeping and Emergency     Escape Routes
Alan Brooks explained the emergency exit locations. Fire marshals will be on hand to guide us to a fire refuge if necessary. WC locations explained.
2. 
Those present:

Members
Jean Appleton – RNIB
Roy Benjamin – Guide Dogs

Alan Brooks – AD (UK) (Chairman) 
Jim Carne for Richard Orme – RNIB

David Evans – Deaf Blind UK
Karl Farrell - NFB

Paul Harbord – St Dunstan’s
Allan Mabert – Guide Dogs

Anne Rolfe – Royal National College of the Blind (RNC)

Gill Sheppard - COGDO

Richard Williams – Social Care Association
Co-opted members 
Alan Smith

Observers
Chris Fielding – JMU Access Partnership
David Sindall - ATOC

Secretariat
Gill Kenyon 

Carol Thomas
Nicholas Russell – part of the meeting

3.   Apologies for Absence 
Eddie Davie

Eric Day (Access Association)
Helen Aluko-Olokun
Rose Hewitt – NCR

Rashmi Shah – COGDO
4.
Minutes of Previous Meetings:
Minutes of the main meeting September 2008

Corrections: 

Gareth Evans should be Gareth Davies

Anne Rolfe had given apologies 
Minutes were agreed by members present subject to these corrections. Amendments had been received by email.  
Action 1 Add amendments to revised set of minutes.

Minutes of the working group meeting of November 2008

Gill Sheppard surname spelt wrong 
Alan Smith put forward revisions. 
Action 2 Add amendments to revised set of minutes.

Matters arising/action points

November meeting 
Quiet vehicles 
Lotus had agreed that members could visit. The visit had not been arranged by the secretariat as waiting for the meetings to be hosted by DfT to be arranged to provide a purpose for the visit. It was noted that despite reminders DfT had not taken this forward. Some members noted the costs of travel and suggested the visit take place at an appropriate time when work with DfT starts. However several members expressed a wish to visit Lotus, and Alan B agreed to drive to cut costs, and would take Alan Smith, Anne Rolfe, and Karl Farrell to attend.  David Evans would travel by train. 
Action 3 A visit to Lotus to be arranged
Action 4 Carol to raise the issue again with DfT and with DPTAC

Action 5 It was agreed to redistribute Rashmi’s report as some members had not received it. 
Rail travel

Gill S - contacted David Sindall about extra seats on trains.  Each train company has own policy. On SW trains guide dog owners should go in priority seating or if full, in first class however others such as East Midlands do not have this policy. Some discussion ensued and it was agreed that David S will take this up through ATOC. David S also suggested members look at the E Midlands Disabled Persons Protection Policy. There was also some discussion on inaccessible timetables which David S agreed to raise at the next DPTAC rail meeting where this topic was on the agenda. 
Level crossings

The secretariat had revised the level crossings policy statement in the light of members comments. The revised policy statement was agreed. 

5.  
Review of the constitution and functioning of the committee

Alan B referred to his chairman’s letter asking members to co-operate to reach agreement. 

Roy Benjamin addressed Guide Dogs Proposal which had been distributed. He noted the benefits of workgroups which could be time limited and enable members to focus on areas of interest and develop their expertise. They may also encourage government and industry representatives to attend for their subject interest. Regional groups may be a suggestion for the future as the committee could be London focussed at times. These interest based workgroups would not necessarily be serviced or minuted by secretariat but would have a convenor to feed back to main committee which would take decisions. The secretariat may have be able to help arrange contacts with government and industry but would not necessarily need to attend. 
Anne noted the reason she joined JC was it gave her a voice to the Government.  She considered reducing the number of meetings is a good idea but the key issue is that we are trying to cover too many issues and the agenda is very full.  The committee should meet as a strong group and decided what we want to focus on in any one year and then campaign on that issue.  We could campaign and report back in our own groups in our own areas. Lots of subgroups would make this disjointed and we could lose focus.
Alan B read an email from Eddie which will be circulated.
Richard – noted some of the issues that Roy has raised have been raised in the Subgroup on membership and resources. Regional groups are probably a step too far at this stage. He agreed with Anne that we spread ourselves too thinly and should prioritise one or two issues. The number of meetings must also take account of members time.  The sub-committee would welcome any comments.    
Alan S – noted the need to be focussed and carry discussions forward from the framework provided by the initial review of the constitution considered in June and September.  The subgroup will meet in April and should consider Guide Dogs proposal which Roy had put forward.  

Alan S asked about the role of the secretariat in preparing Guide Dogs proposal. Alan M and Roy confirmed that the secretariat role had been to provide professional impartial information from the perspective of secretariat resources. 

Several members agreed that the committee needs to prioritise and focus on a couple of issues. David S suggested these should consider the Parliament time frame. 

In the ensuing discussion members agreed that the Guide Dogs proposal represents a way forward. This would be considered by the membership and resources subgroup in April (immediately before the April workgroup meeting) to which Roy was invited, and built upon for the AGM where it would be for the committee to determine. 
Alan B – summarised the discussion and asked whether members agree that we take forward Guide Dogs proposal which Roy had put forward for 4 full meetings including AGM, with workgroups on specific issues determined by the full committee. This would be developed with options for delivering this by the membership and resources subgroup and decided at the AGM. 
Vote For 10 /Against 0
Standing orders which flow from this will be agreed at AGM
6. 
Treasurers report 
Report agreed
7. 
Reports 
Alan S: 
DpTAC rail

The next meeting is 5th February.  A company talking about a new design for accessible toilets on rolling stock and National Rail website will be considered.

Level crossings - Helen and Alan B to attend meeting on this Friday but no papers have arrived as yet.

Jean - Report on Exhibition Road 
Helen and Jean attended meeting of the access forum on 10th December. Small amount of diamond pattern paving had been laid at the entrance to Imperial College but this was confirmed for testing structure, not the design issues of the diamond pattern for disabled people. Jean noted the consultant said that no heavy traffic goes over this location so not satisfactory testing.  It was agreed at that meeting that the Access forum Chair would inform the delivery board that the diamond pattern paving must be tested before implementation. They have invited a local disabled group to attend meetings.  The plans have been scaled down, lifts and travelator no longer in plans.  Each meeting the plans are altered.  The forum was not happy with proposals for tactile paving considered at the meeting. Next meeting February Jean would be unable to attend.
Carol reported on a small research group she attends with DfT, Imperial College, TfL and others. It had been confirmed at that meeting that the small area of diamond pattern was not intended for people to test and would in any case be too small. 
David E noted how long we had been involved in Exhibition Road and asked whether Guide Dogs would consider legal action. 

Shared surface streets update
Carol confirmed that while it was not normally possible to focus on any one scheme, Guide Dogs and the Joint Committee had followed Exhibition Road proposals for some time because of its prominence. We thus have a whole file on this scheme and we know we have consistently made the same comment. The final decision on the scheme design has not yet been announced, though a decision is expected in March. We can then decide what action we may take.  
Another scheme we have been following closely is Lewes East Sussex.  Following East Sussex CC decision to press ahead with a 30mm kerb delineator and loading bays on the "pedestrian area" in the Cliffe High Street scheme, Guide Dogs instructed its legal advisers to write to the Council seeking clarification of their decision making process and in particular how they have complied with the Disability Equality Duty. The County Council have so far sent a holding reply and Guide Dogs legal advisers are seeking confirmation of when we might receive a full response. In the light of the information we receive we will be taking advice on whether we should issue legal proceedings against the Council.

The combination of shared surface streets and quiet vehicles was noted. 

Report on representation on external bodies 

This was held over to be considered with the recommendations from the membership and resources subgroup at the AGM
Action 6: Representation on external bodies to be on agenda for the AGM

8.
Parliamentary report

This had been distributed and was noted. 
Attention was drawn to the EDM on shared surface streets. 

9.
BS8300 revised British Standard

Chris Fielding, JMU Access Partnership RNIB provided a useful and interesting summary of the revised British Standard on access. 
Summary attached.  

Discussion followed. Members thanked Chris for his presentation. 
10.  
Updates

Audio Visual information on Buses

Carol informed members this has been adopted as one of Guide Dogs key campaigns for 2009. Twenty disability organisations have signed up to a joint statement to add weight to the campaign when it starts later in the year.  
Anne had used a London bus with audio visual information but she was surprised that the first announcement didn’t take place until people had sat down. Members noted that some stops were not announced and the system needs to be reliable. 
Karl noted that announcements are also needed as you get on the bus to ensure you are on the correct bus. 
Roy asked is any research being done to see if there is increased usage due to audio announcements?  
Action 7 Carol to check with TfL re business case of increased bus use
Jim informed members that RNIB over the next 5 years want to increase travel for blind and partially sighted people and to measure success will have to do research.

11.
AOB

Jill Allen-King will do a presentation on European Blind Union at the next meeting. 
Nicholas noted that there was to be a demonstration organised by the Residents Association at the shared surface street at Sloane Square on 19 February.  Guide Dogs would support and others welcome to support.  
12.
Meeting dates 

· 7 April (Working Group) 

· Tuesday 12th May (AGM)

· Tuesday 7th July (Working group)

· Tuesday 22nd September (Main meeting)

· Tuesday 10th November (Working group)
Meeting closed at 3.00 pm. 
Appendix 1

Note of presentation from Chris Fielding, RNIB Access Consultancy

BS 8300 Design of Buildings and Their Approaches to Meet the Needs of Disabled People - Code of Practice

Comparison between 2001(plus amendments) and 2009

This document lists the main differences and updates that will be contained in the 2009 edition of BS 8300.  BS 8300 is a guidance document used by Access Consultants when advising building owners, developers and architects.  Ideally it would be used by all architects when designing buildings, however they often just refer to Approved Document M of the Building Regulations which is much briefer.

The title and main chapter headings remain the same.

Definitions section expanded to include definitions of access statements, blister pedestrian crossing surface, controlled door closing device, emergency exit devices, corduroy hazard warning surface, various types of lift, LRVs, manifestation, refuges, tactile paving and visual contrast.

More information on means of escape and references to the new BS 9999.  The definition of an accessible environment given in the introduction now includes being able to escape in the event of an emergency.

Parking 

· Recommends some larger standard spaces that could be adapted to accessible spaces, should the need arise.

· Recommends, where space permits, a much larger accessible space for commercial vehicles which have been adapted for side/rear access using hoists/ramps.

· Recommendations on the proportion of accessible spaces at different venues have generally increased with an additional recommendation on providing enlarged standard spaces that can be converted to accessible spaces.

· More detail on barrier control systems in car parks.

· Setting down and pick-up points now include a recommendation on having some setting down provision with a raised kerb to cater for vehicles with ramps designed to transfer people directly to the footway.

Access routes to and around buildings

· More detail on seating design where it recommends resting places every 50m.

· Passing places on routes less than 1800mm wide reduced from every 50m to 25m.

· Allowance for occasional narrowing of a route changed from 1000mm min width to 1200mm and from 6m length to just 2m.

· More detail on joints and undulations in surface of routes.

· Bollards should contrast with background and have 150mm contrasting band at the top.

Ramps

· More detail on maximum rise in relation to length and gradient.

· Width increased from 1200mm to 1500mm.

· Ramps over 2.5m wide should be divided into two or more channels at least 1m wide.

· Landing length increased from 1200mm to 1500mm.

· Stricter guidance on temporary ramps - they should adhere to permanent ramp design recs.

Steps

· Tread dimensions changed - riser 150-180mm (was 170mm) and tread depth 300-450mm (was 250-300mm).

· Number of risers in one flight increased from 12 to 20.

· Stair width clarified as 1200mm between walls/strings/balustrades but at least 1000mm between handrails.

· Stairs over 2m should be divided into 2 or more channels at least 1m wide.

· Visually contrasting step nosings changed to 50-65mm on tread and 30-55mm on riser.  Also should be continuous for full width of step.

Handrails

· For public buildings and buildings for children a second handrail should be provided at 600mm.

· Should be continuously 'graspable' along entire length without obstruction.

· Diameter reduced from 40-50mm to 32-45mm.

· Clearance from wall or adjacent surface increased from 50-60mm to 60-75mm.

· New recommendation that the inside of handrail should be no more than 50mm from the surface width of the stair.

Entrances/doors

· External entrance doors and internal lobby doors should be 1000mm in new buildings and 775mm in existing.

· Guidance on vision panels in doors relaxed slightly - zone of visibility remains at 500-1500mm but different guidance on interruptions and multiple vision panels.  Also, minimum width of viewing panel now given: 100mm.

· Manifestations on glazed doors improved to include lower level manifestation at 850-1000mm (higher level remains at 1400-1600mm).

· More detail and changes on door furniture design, including heights, lengths and thicknesses.  Much more detail on lever handles.

· Height of door entry systems increased from 750-1000mm to 900-1050mm.  Also includes digital locks.

Horizontal circulation

· Commercial and public buildings should have system for removing water and debris from shoes and wheels at entrances.

· Much more detail on reception areas, including that seating should be provided.

· Recommendations on queuing barriers, including space for wheelchair users and if permanent they must have rigid rails to top and bottom.

· Corridor widths increased from 1200mm to 1800mm (or if less than 1800mm it should have passing places 1800mm wide and 1800mm long).

Vertical circulation

· Internal step and ramp design now same as external and therefore no longer repeated under this heading.

· New detail on refuges and reference to BS 9999.

· Lift door width added - at least 800mm clear opening width, or 900mm in public buildings.

· More detail added on lifting platforms including dimensions and door widths.

Surfaces and communication aids

· More specific guidance on light reflectance values (LRVs) of surfaces, including mention of 30 point rule (the method of determining visual contrast of surfaces).

· Glazed wall manifestation heights changed slightly to ranges rather than centre lines but still essentially the same.

· Signage text heights changed slightly but less specific.

· More detail on fire alarm systems and assistance alarms.

Assembly areas

· New detail on size and layout of interview rooms adjacent to reception areas.

· Recommendations on provision of wheelchair spaces in audience seating changed slightly.

Individual rooms

· Slight changes in heights to sockets in kitchens.

· New sub-section on baby-change facilities, covering dimensions, changing table design, required fittings and heights of fittings.

· Where only one toilet in a building it should be a unisex accessible corner design but enlarged to accommodate a standing-user height wash basin at 780-800mm from floor in addition to the hand rinse basin.

· Travel distance to a toilet for a disabled employee reduced from 100m to 40m.

· New sub-section on Changing Places facilities, including a list of where they should be provided, dimensions, layout, hoist design and fittings.

· Increased percentage of accessible bedrooms now recommended, including recs on hoist provision. Accessible bedroom defined as: "bedroom with en-suite sanitary facilities (shower room or bathroom) designed for the convenience and safety of people with a wide range of disabilities…" (not just wheelchair users).
Building types

· Transport-related buildings - includes acknowledgement of security measures at front entrance and therefore a weather-protected route should be provided from any drop-off area.

Annexes

· Management and maintenance issues updated and expanded (and now first Annex).

· New Annex B on light reflectance values (LRVs), how to measure them, conversion table of BS 4800 colours with their LRVs and ref to new BS 8493 on LRV measuring.

· New Annex C on space allowances.

· New Annex E on slip-resistance based on guidance by BRE and CIRIA.

· New Annex G on hoists, slings and changing benches.

There is now an index!

jcmbps@guidedogs.org.uk
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